
BOROUGH OF POOLE COUNCIL – 23 SEPTEMBER 2008

1

BOROUGH OF POOLE

COUNCIL MEETING

23 SEPTEMBER 2008

The Meeting commenced at 7.00pm and concluded at 11.00pm.

Present:

Councillor Mrs Lavender (Mayor) 
Councillor Meachin (Sheriff)
Councillors Adams, Ms Atkinson, Brooke, Brown, Burden, Mrs Butt, Chandler, 

Clements, Collier, Mrs Dion, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Gregory, Mrs Haines, 
Leverett, Mrs Long, Maiden, Martin, Mason, Matthews, Montrose, Mrs 
Moore, Parker, Plummer (from 9.35p.m.), Rampton, Mrs Rampton, 
Sorton, Mrs Stribley, Trent, Mrs Walton, White, Wilkins, Miss Wilson, 
Wilson and Woodcock

Members of the public present at the Meeting: Approx. 3

Members of the Standards Committee present at the Meeting:  2

C60.08 PRAYERS

Prayers were said.

C61.08 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Allen (Deputy Mayor), 
Bulteel, Curtis, Mrs Deas, Eades, and Councillor Plummer had informed the Mayor 
he was likely to be late.

C62.08 MINUTES

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council, held on the 
22nd July 2008, having been previously circulated, be taken as read and confirmed 
and signed by the Mayor as a correct record subject to the following amendment:-

M.C50.08 – Proposed revision to the organisational structure Planning and 
Corporate Services: Report of the Portfolio Holder for Developing a Dynamic 
Economy page 4

Delete “Law” and insert “Lord” to read “Kingsley Lord Report”.

M.C52.08 – Review of Members’ Allowances: Report of the Chairman of the 
Review of Members’ Allowances Working Party

Insert  “s” third paragraph, third line page 9 to read “Overview and Scrutiny 
Chairs.
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Delete “r” twelfth paragraph, page 10, last line, to read “incur”.

C63.08 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services advised that there was no 
requirement for Members to declare interests as Members of Council Committees 
Working Parties etc., as these were a matter of public record.

Councillor Gillard declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12 “Proposal to 
include Rossmore Community College as an Academy within the Building ‘Schools 
for the Future’ (BSF) Programme”, as a Governor of Rossmore Community College.

Councillors Trent, Mrs Evans, Miss Wilson, Wilson and Wilkins all declared 
personal interests as Members of the Poole Housing Partnership Board in Agenda 
Item 13 Extension to the Management Agreement between the Borough of Poole 
(BOP) and Poole Housing Partnership Limited (PHP).  Councillor Trent and Wilkins 
declared interests as tenants of Poole Housing Partnership.

Councillors Clements and Parker declared interests as Members of the South 
West Regional Assembly in Agenda Item 11, “Poole Bridge Regeneration Initiative 
Transport Work”.

Councillor Brown declared an interest in Agenda Item 9, “Free Swimming for 
60+ and 16 and under”, as a foster carer with Access to Leisure membership.

C64.08 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor’s communications detailing the engagements the Mayor had 
attended since the last Council meeting were tabled for Members’ Information.  

The Mayor drew particular attention to a visit on the 22nd September 2008 
from six local Japanese Local Government officers who were studying at a 
Bournemouth Language School and were visiting Local Authorities and in the 
country on a study tour before returning home to Japan.  She had been pleased to 
host them for tea in the Parlour following a presentation on Economic Development 
and Democracy in the Borough.

C65.08 PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

(a) From Members of the Public

There were no Petitions received from members of the public.

(b) From Members

Three Petitions were presented by Members.
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(a) Turlin Moor Road: Road Humps

Councillor Wilkins presented a petition from residents of Turlin Moor 
Road objecting to road humps and requesting the Council to consider the installation 
of chicanes.

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Standing Orders, this Petition be 
referred to the Transportation Advisory Group.

(b) Request for pedestrian crossing Culliford Crescent

Councillor Matthews presented a petition on behalf of residents 
requesting the installation of a pedestrian crossing at Culliford Crescent in the 
following terms:-

“We call upon Poole Council to install a pedestrian crossing on 
Culliford Crescent to make it a safer place for local people to cross this 
busy road.”

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Standing Orders, this Petition be 
referred to the Transportation Advisory Group.

(c) Request for multi-use gym and maintenance of open space

Councillor Wilson presented a Petition in the following terms:

“We, the undersigned, are concerned that provision of a Multi use 
Games Area promised as a facility at Worbarrow Gardens has been stopped 
because of some unspecified development proposed by the Council.

We urge the Council not to proceed with any plans that would diminish 
our cherished Open space and to reinstate the promised provision of amenities for 
our young people.”

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Standing Orders, this Petition be 
referred to the Overview and Scrutiny Board for onward transmission.

C66.08 HAMWORTHY COMMUNITY LIBRARY: REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO 
HOLDER FOR STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITIES

Councillor Adams, the Portfolio Holder, presented his Report, which sought 
Council’s approval of the Project and the associated Funding Plan.  Cabinet had 
considered the Proposals at its Meeting on the 9th September 2008 and 
recommended approval of the Scheme to Council.

Councillor Adams referred to recent developments in the Project such as the 
plans for the integration of the Childrens Centre expansion in Hamworthy.  This 
development was still being considered and would require further approval through 
the Childrens Services Capital Programme Board, Cabinet and Council.  If this 
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initiative did proceed the assumption was that any additional costs would be met 
from the Childrens Services Capital Programme.

The Library Service had negotiated with the Citizens Advice Bureau to provide 
an outreach service one day a week together with permanent advisory leaflets and 
information in the new Library.  Discussions were also ongoing to accommodate the 
local Community Police and the Council’s Community Support Officer in the new 
building.  These initiatives would require approval from the Bid Lottery Fund to 
integrate these services within the Library in order to comply with terms and 
conditions of the Grant.  

It was considered prudent to increase the level of contingency for the Project 
by earmarking £80,000 from the Corporate Capital Contingency Fund to create 
sufficient contingencies for the project in line with advice received from the Council’s 
Project Managers.  It was hoped it would not prove necessary to draw on this 
contingency but it was considered prudent that this be set aside before works 
commenced.  

A number of Members spoke in support of the Project.  A Member 
commented on the poor design and suggested that the Creekmoor Library building 
was aesthetically more pleasing.  A Member commented on the tight timescale 
requiring the relocation of the Learning Support Services by December 2008 and 
hoped that this ambitious timetable could be achieved.  She welcomed the 
negotiations with the Citizens Advice Bureau and the Police and the possibility of the 
inclusion of the Children’s Centre.  She felt that these were good initiatives and that 
shared use would improve the viability of the facility but requested that the Portfolio 
Holder ensure that the main function was that of a Library.  With regards to the use 
of volunteers and the community support of the facility she welcomed this but 
advised caution hoping that Library opening hours were not dependent on volunteer 
cover as this brought its own management issues.

In supporting the proposal Hamworthy Ward Members explained that the 
Community had been involved in the Proposals and that the meeting rooms were to 
be open later on rather than the Library itself and felt this offered a very good facility, 
currently lacking in the area.

A Member queried at paragraph 6.1 of the Report why £80,000 was added as 
an additional contingency as he felt that this may be regarded as part of the cost by 
the Project?

In response to the issues raised, the Portfolio Holder referred to the design of 
the building explaining that this subjective.  He agreed that the relocation of the Pupil 
Referral Unit was of the utmost importance and he felt that the establishment of a 
Management Committee of local people was positive and anchored this facility in the 
Community.  He stressed that the officers were working to keep within budget and 
that the contingency should not be required but for a Project of £2.19M this amount 
was not an unusual contingency to set aside.
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RESOLVED that 

(i) the Hamworthy Community Library Scheme be approved;  

(ii) Council recognises the £370,000 Council commitment to the Project in 
line with the Council’s currently approved Capital Programme;

(iii) allocates £80,000 of the Council’s Corporate Capital Contingency to 
the Scheme to create sufficient contingencies in line with the Council’s 
practice on similar projects;

(iv) note that the proposals for the currently designed Scheme are subject 
to planning approval.

C67.08 FREE SWIMMING FOR 60+ AND 16 AND UNDER: REPORT OF THE 
PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITIES

Councillor Adams, the Portfolio Holder, introduced his Report, explaining that 
Cabinet at its Meeting on the 9th September 2008 had considered the Report of the 
Head of Leisure Services and welcomed the initiative but, since then, the Portfolio 
Holder had been able to assess the serious implications of under-funding on the 
Council’s budget and the inevitable negative effect the proposals would have on 
Council taxpayers, he was unable to recommend acceptance of the proposals until 
they were fully funded by Government and not time limited to two years.  He advised 
the Council that Bournemouth Borough Council and Christchurch Borough Council 
were rejecting this offer and this would bring additional usage of the Borough’s 
swimming pools if the Council was to implement the Proposals.

He drew Members’ attention to the success of the Council’s ‘Silver Swim’ 
which was funded by the Primary Care Trust and already free or subsidised swim 
periods provided at Rossmore and the Dolphin Pools for the Borough’s senior 
citizens.  He also reminded Councillors that Access to Leisure cardholders were also 
able to swim at £1.15 per Session.

He explained to Members that the shortfall in funding for these proposals 
would be £52,000 in year one and two and £102,000 in year three and thereafter.  
He also explained that with the facility at Broadstone there were higher charges per 
session and a greater impact on the Council’s budget.  He had been in discussion 
with the Primary Care Trust to see if there was a way in which the Sessions could be 
funded.

A Member commented that as a previous Champion for older people he had 
negotiated the ‘Silver Swim’ and he extolled its virtues explaining that this not only 
encouraged a healthy regime but was also an opportunity for users to meet socially.  
He welcomed the Government initiative and noted that Dorset County Council had 
agreed to go ahead with the free swimming and to fund the shortfall.  He asked 
Members to find ways of funding the shortfall.  

A number of Members also wished the Council to fund the shortfall referring to 
the fact that £80,000 could be found over the same period to fund Members’ 
Allowances.  It was felt that the Council’s corporate objectives of helping the under 
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16’s and also the legacy of the Olympics was being ignored if these proposals were 
not pursued.  A number of Members felt that since they believed SLM were totally 
supportive of the Proposals the Council should find the shortfall in funding provision.

A number of Members spoke against the Proposal reluctantly drawing 
comparisons with the Government introduced Concessionary Fares Scheme which 
was ill-conceived and executed and had left the Borough with a funding shortfall.  

With regard to the Broadstone Pool this would lead to a shortfall in two years 
of £50,000 and the use of the Broadstone Pool under these proposals would not only 
be restricted to Poole’s residents.  It was explained that the real costs would have to 
be found somewhere and that the over 60’s should be able to choose whether to use 
any additional funding from the Government, for example, for food and fuel.  A 
Member commented that if the Council was to provide this Scheme it would not be 
only the Poole Council taxpayers that were benefitting but residents from 
Bournemouth and Purbeck.

A requisite number of Members requested that voting on the Proposals be 
recorded.  

It was Moved and Seconded 

“that the Council not proceed with the proposed Government Scheme for free 
swimming for 60+ and expressing an interest for swimming for the under 60’s at this 
time until the proposals were fully funded by Government and not time limited to two 
years.”

Voting was as follows:-

For: Councillors Adams, Ms Atkinson, Burden, Mrs Butt, Chandler, 
Collier, Mrs Dion, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Gregory, Mrs Haines, 
Leverett, Montrose, Parker, Rampton, Mrs Rampton, Sorton, Mrs 
Stribley, Mrs Walton, White, Wilkins and Woodcock 

Against: Councillors Brooke, Brown, Clements, Mrs Long, Maiden, 
Martin, Mason, Matthews, Meachin, Mrs Moore, Trent, Wilson

Abstained: Councillor Miss Wilson

The Mayor took no part in the voting.

C68.08 UPDATE TO TREASURY MANAGEMENT POLICY: REPORT OF THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CABINET AND LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Leverett introduced this Report which sought Members approval to 
adopt the updated Treasury Management Policy, practices and schedules and drew 
Members’ attention to the key recommendation of the CIPFA Treasury Management 
and Public Services Code of Practice which had been incorporated within the 
Council’s Standing Orders.  



BOROUGH OF POOLE COUNCIL – 23 SEPTEMBER 2008

7

The current lending criteria included within the Policy was detailed for 
Members’ information.  The Head of Financial Services had recommended time 
limits regarding amount, rating and times for investment of those Institutions on the 
Council’s approved lending list.  

The Leader of the Council congratulated the Head of Financial Services on a 
prudent Policy.  A Member queried how frequently the lending list was updated?  
The Leader responded explaining that staff were constantly monitoring the situation 
and protecting the Council’s interests.  

It was Moved, Seconded and 

RESOLVED that, the updated Treasury Management Policy and revised 
lending criteria be approved. 

C69.08 POOLE BRIDGE REGENERATION INITIATIVE TRANSPORT WORK: 
REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR DEVELOPING A DYNAMIC 
ECONOMY

Councillor Parker, the Portfolio Holder, introduced his Report explaining that 
Cabinet at its Meeting on the 9th September 2008 had considered a number of 
issues with regard to a Transport Network solution for the Twin Sails Regeneration 
Area.  

The decision before Council this evening was how the contribution the Council  
secured from the Asda development for improving the Hunger Hill Roundabout could 
be used effectively.  It was noted that as part of the Asda planning permission a 
£1.55M contribution towards this improvement at the Hunger Hill Roundabout had 
been secured and with accrued interest now amounted to £1.88M.  The Planning 
Agreement required that some highway works commenced before the 1st September 
2009 and for all the resources to be appropriately spent within two years.  

Council noted that following some preliminary work on this part of the network 
by Transportation Services and discussion of details of a solution with the 
Transportation Advisory Group, which would require planning permission, the cost of 
such a Scheme was estimated at £5.2M meaning that the Asda contribution could 
only deliver part of the Scheme.  

The Scheme could be broken into four phases as detailed below:-

Phase 1 – Asda to RNLI footpath £12k
Phase 2 – Improvements along West Quay Road £ 250k
Phase 3 – Other elements of scheme including;

- land acquisition
- utility diversions
- design, tender and construction         £4880k

Phase 4 – Potential disposal of gyratory site (approx 4500 sq m)
         Not yet determined.
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Phase 3 involved acquiring land from National Tyres and the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) and some limited disturbance of the old graveyard 
between West Street and West Quay Road.  All of these processes were difficult to 
achieve within fixed timescales but as the Asda funded part of the Scheme was less 
than the 40% of the total Council was advised that effective use of the contribution 
within the timeframe was almost certainly assured given the wide range of land 
divergence and construction options that were available.

Councillor Parker drew Members’ attention to the fact that the approach he 
proposed had been tested against Counsel’s opinion which was detailed for 
Members’ information.

A Member queried the “limited” disturbance at the old graveyard?  Another 
Member queried how urgent the Scheme was if the Section 106 Agreement had 
been signed three years previously?  Councillor Parker responded explaining that 
there was some delicate negotiations being undertaken in view of the limited 
disturbance at the Churchyard.  He assured Members that those affected by the 
disturbance to the graveyards had been consulted.

Councillor Parker explained that the detailed funding costs of this Scheme 
were enclosed, for Members’ information on Confidential Appendix B, and should 
any Members wish to discuss this in detail the public and press would have to be 
excluded.  No Members wished to discuss this in detail.

In was moved, Seconded and 

RESOLVED that, Council approve delivery of the Hunger Hill Slim Gyratory 
Scheme up to the value of the Asda contribution (currently £1.88M) having regard to 
the advice offered by Counsel and the need to progress with the land acquisition.

C70.08 PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE ROSSMORE COMMUNITY COLLEGE AS AN 
ACADEMY WITHIN THE “BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE” (BSF) 
PROGRAMME: REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Councillor Woodcock, the Portfolio Holder, introduced his Report explaining 
that Cabinet had considered this issue at its Meeting on the 9th September 2008 and 
unanimously recommended it to Council for approval.  He explained that Academies 
were all ability state funded schools established and managed by sponsors from a 
wide range of backgrounds, including high performance schools, College, 
Universities, individual Philanthropists, businesses, the voluntary sector and Faith 
Communities.  Academies were established with the backing of the Local Authority 
which also had a seat on the Governing Board.  Academies were not maintained by 
the Local Authority by collaborated closely with it and with other schools in the area.

The Governing Body and Headteacher of Academies had a responsibility for 
managing it.  All Academies were bound by the same Admissions Code, Special 
Educational Needs Code of Practice and exclusion guidance as other state funded 
schools.
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Councillor Woodcock explained that the aims of the Academies programme 
were to raise educational standards and to reduce the effects of economic and social 
deprivation.  Vision for such an Academy should focus on how it would address 
under-performance and educational deprivation through effective and innovative 
approaches.

He drew Members attention to the context for proposing Rossmore 
Community College as an Academy set out in Appendix A to the Report and noted 
that the proposal had the full support of the Governing Body and the Headteacher.  
In reviewing the vision and ethos of the school, done in partnership with the 
proposed sponsors, the Church of England Diocese and Bournemouth University 
and the Local Authority, considerable work had been undertaken to put systems and 
structures in place for the school to operate effectively and raise achievement.  
Members were supportive of the proposal and a Member sought assurances that the 
Council would take a close interest and supportive role in this process.

A Member queried whether the Roman Catholic Church had been 
approached to sponsor the Academy status bid?

The Portfolio Holder responded that the Council was extremely supportive of 
this proposal and that the school could not select on Faith grounds.  The Salisbury 
Diocese was extremely supportive and had expressed an interest.  

It was moved, Seconded and RESOLVED that Council approve:-

(i) the Expression of Interest (EOI) to include Rossmore Community 
College as an Academy within the “Building Schools for the Future” 
programme to the Department for Children, Schools and Families; and

(ii) the Portfolio Holder for Childrens and Young People be authorised to 
sign the EOI on behalf of the Council.

C71.08 EXTENSION OF THE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOROUGH OF POOLE (BOP) AND POOLE HOUSING PARTNERSHIP 
LIMITED (PHP): REPORT OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR SOCIAL 
CARE AND EQUALITIES

Councillor Ms Atkinson, the Portfolio Holder, introduced her Report which 
sought Council approval to extend the Management Agreement between the 
Borough of Poole and Poole Housing Partnership Limited, the Council’s Arms Length 
Management Organisation.  

Council noted that the current Management Agreement was due to end on the 
31st March 2009 and it was recommended that it be extended for a further 5 years as 
the Council was embarking on a Stock Options Appraisal which may lead to 
alternative conclusions about the future of the Council’s housing stock.  

Councillor Ms Atkinson was most complementary about the strong 
performance of Poole Housing Partnership in managing the Council’s housing stock 
and this record of performance underpinned the recommendation to extend the 
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Management Agreement with Poole Housing Partnership.  The context for an 
Options Appraisal the Council was undertaking to consider the future financing of the 
Council’s housing stock arose from the fact that Government funding for the “Decent 
Homes Standard” ceased in 2010.  At the same time as extending the existing 
Management Agreement for the maximum permitted period of 5 years the Portfolio 
Holder suggested and Cabinet concurred, for recommendation to Council, that the 
opportunity be taken of agreeing with PHP that this extension could be terminated 
earlier by six months notice to expire after 2 years or 3 years from the date of 
extension.

A number of Members concurred with the Portfolio Holder regarding the 
excellent performance of Poole Housing Partnership Limited and agreed that an 
extension of the Management Agreement for a period up to 5 years with effect from 
the 1st April 2009 was sensible.

It was Moved, Seconded and 

RESOLVED that, Council agree to extend the Management Agreement for a 
period of up to 5 years with effect from the 1st April 2009.  The award of this further 
Management Agreement to be conditional upon PHP agreeing to vary the existing 
Agreement to allow the Council to serve Notice, as set out in the Agreement, to 
terminate the relationship with Poole Housing Partnership Limited (PHP) at the end 
of 2 years or the end of 3 years from the 1st April 2009.  

Meeting Adjournment 

The Council adjourned at 9.03p.m. and reconvened at 9.13p.m.

C72.08 IMPROVING ACCESS TO PSYCOLOGICAL THERAPIES (IAPT): REPORT 
OF THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR SOCIAL CARE AND EQUALITIES

Councillor Ms Atkinson, the Portfolio Holder, introduced her Report explaining 
that Cabinet had considered this Report at its Meeting on the 9th September 2008 
and was supportive of the recommendation.  

Councillor Ms Atkinson explained that the Service had already commenced on 
the 1st April 2008 as the timetable prescribed by the Department of Health required 
this to commence and the Leader of the Council had sought assurances from the 
Primary Care Trust to enable the service to commence without detriment to the 
Council, following a request for formal approval as soon as possible.  This Report 
sought formal approval.

The Government was seeking to invest more funding and the extension of 
Psychological Therapies to provide more support to people in England with mental 
health problems such as anxiety and depression.  This investment was significant as 
mental health problems accounted for nearly 40% of people on Incapacity Benefit 
and also accounted for a third of all General Practitioner time.  The consensus now 
existed that Psychological Therapies were proven, cost effective interventions.  
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Of the 15 Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) in the South West Region, the Strategic 
Health Authority had decided to invest in four PCT’s, one of which was the 
Bournemouth and Poole Teaching Primary Care Trust as a first wave for this new 
Government programme.  This Trust had taken the decision to have two preferred 
providers the Borough of Poole Gateway Service and Bournemouth NHS Foundation 
Trust.  Poole Gateway Service, a national award winner for its ground breaking work 
in addressing the needs of adults with anxiety and depression was to undertake low 
intensity work of AIPT across the conurbation.  Members were supportive of the 
proposal querying only if there were enough of the right type of professionals to 
deliver the service?  Councillor Ms Atkinson responded explaining that there were 
recruitment and retention issues and agreed it was essential that the right people 
were recruited to undertake this work and noted that there may be capacity issues.  
Members were supportive of the Proposals. 

It was Moved, Seconded and 

RESOLVED that, Council approve the Adult Social Services (Commissioning) 
Unit progressing the completion of a Service Level Agreement with Bournemouth 
and Poole Teaching Primary Care Trust on the delivery of improving access to 
Psychological Therapies.

C73.08 REVIEW OF PUBLIC SPEAKING ARRANGEMENTS IN THE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE: REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL 
EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Haines, the Chairman of the Council Efficiency and 
Effectiveness Overview and Scrutiny Committee introduced her Report explaining 
that she had attended the Planning Committee on the 28th August 2008 when these 
arrangements had been considered noting that the Planning Committee had 
supported the proposals and felt that the arrangements, if approved by Council, 
should be implemented at the earliest opportunity and reviewed after six meetings.

The Efficiency and Effectiveness Overview and Scrutiny Committee had 
recommended that Council be requested to approve that the time allowed for 
presentation at a Planning Committee be reduced from 5 minutes to 3 minutes per 
side with the addition of a 1 minute period for clarification prior to any vote being 
taken.  

A Member welcomed the principle to separate the time allowed for 
representations to include a period for clarification but had serious reservations 
about the time allocated feeling that it was often difficult to make proper 
representation in 3 minutes as some people would be nervous and unable to make 
the best representation during this time period.  He felt that to reduce the time for 
representations from 5 minutes to 4 was unfair.  4 minutes for representations plus 1 
minute for clarification he felt, was the best compromise.  
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An Amendment was moved and seconded in the following terms:-

That the time allowed for presentations to Planning Committee be reduced 
from 5 minutes to 4 minutes per side with the addition of a 1 minute period for 
“clarification, prior to any vote being taken”.  

A number of Members spoke in support of the Amendment.  A number of 
Members spoke against the amendment.  A recorded vote on the above Amendment 
was requested by the requisite number of Members and voting was as follows:-

For: Councillors Allen, Brooke, Brown, Clements, Mrs Long, Maiden, 
Martin, Mason, Matthews, Meachin, Mrs Moore, Trent, Plummer 
and Wilson. 

(Councillor Miss Wilson had left the Meeting).

Against: Adams, Ms Atkinson, Burden, Mrs Butt, Chandler, Collier, 
Mrs Dion, Mrs Evans, Gillard, Gregory, Mrs Haines, 
Leverett, Montrose, Parker, Rampton, Mrs Rampton, Mrs 
Stribley, Mrs Walton, White, Wilkins and Woodcock. 

Abstained: Councillor Sorton 

Councillor Mrs Lavender, (the Mayor) took no part in the voting.

The amendment was LOST.

An amendment was proposed and seconded in the following terms:-

“That Planning Committee Members receive a copy of the representations of 
Applicants and Objectors at least 3 days before the Meeting.”

A number of Members spoke against the Amendment explaining that 
applicants’ objections were on file, on line, included in the Agenda papers were 
updated on the night and it was felt that another piece of paper was not required.  A 
Member commented that representations were not always written.  A Member 
commented that sometimes presentations were made to Committee which could be 
changed to accommodate a point made earlier by a previous speaker.  Another 
Member explained that administratively this proposal would be very difficult to 
implement.

On being put to the vote the above Amendment was LOST.

The Substantive Motion was proposed and seconded in the following terms:-

“That Council approve the adoption of the following changes to the 
Constitution:
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(i) the time allowed for representations to Planning Committee be reduced 
from 5 minutes to 3 minutes per side, with the addition of a 1 minute 
period for “clarification”, prior to any vote being taken; and

(ii) where a Planning Application is identified as being strategically 
significant an appropriate time per side be agreed by the Heads of 
Planning Design and Control and Legal and Democratic Services, in 
consultation with the Chairman of the Planning Committee, for the 
making of representations.” 

These arrangements to be reviewed after six Meetings effective from the 1st 
October 2008.

On being put to the vote the Substantive Motion, as detailed above, was 
CARRIED.

RESOLVED 

“That Council approve the adoption of the following changes to the 
Constitution:

(iii) the time allowed for representations to Planning Committee be reduced 
from 5 minutes to 3 minutes per side, with the addition of a 1 minute 
period for “clarification”, prior to any vote being taken; and

(iv) where a Planning Application is identified as being strategically 
significant an appropriate time per side be agreed by the Heads of 
Planning Design and Control and Legal and Democratic Services, in 
consultation with the Chairman of the Planning Committee, for the 
making of representations.” 

These arrangements to be reviewed after six Meetings effective from the 1st 
October 2008.

C74.08 NOTICE OF MOTIONS

School funding: call on the Government

A Motion in the following terms was Moved and Seconded:-

“Poole Borough Council expresses its extreme and growing concern at the 
poor funding that Poole's school children receive from the Department for 
DSG's allocation of funding per pupil aged 3-16 years.

 
We therefore call on the Secretary of State for Children's Schools and 
Families to review the funding formula and ensure adequate resources to give 
a fair deal for Poole children.
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Council resolves to circulate this Motion to those MPs representing Poole 
seeking their support for this Motion. We also ask the Council to write to the 
Secretary of State in the strongest terms possible regarding this inequality.”

 
Signed: Councillors Tony Woodcock, Peter Adams, Ann Stribley, Janet 

Walton, Brian Leverett, Chris Bulteel, Elaine Atkinson, Xena 
Dion, John Rampton, Mike White, Roger Gregory, David Gillard, 
May Haines, Graham Chandler, Mike Wilkins, Don Collier and 
Karen Rampton

An Amendment in the following terms was Moved and Seconded

Delete the first paragraph and replace it with the following Amendment:-

“Poole Council acknowledges the increased funding for Poole Schools since 
2003, but, in so doing, also expressed a serious concern that it is still 
insufficient to offset the very low base which has been Poole’s lot for so many 
years.”

Insert at the end of the second paragraph “aged 3 to 16 years”. 

All Members were supportive of the Amendment.  

Strong concerns were expressed about the inequality with their peers both 
nationally and across the conurbation.

RESOLVED that the following Motion, as amended, be CARRIED.

We therefore call on the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families 
to review the funding formula and ensure adequate resources to give a fair 
deal for Poole children aged 3 to 16 years.  

Council resolves to circulate this Motion to those MP’s representing Poole 
seeking their support for this Motion.  We also ask the Council to write to the 
Secretary of State in the strongest possible terms regarding this injustice.”

C75.08 REVISION TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE EDUCATION DISCRETIONARY 
AWARDS APPEALS PANEL

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Lavender be replaced on the above Panel by 
Councillor Mrs Butt.

C76.08 CHANGE TO REPRESENTATION ON THE DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL 
MINERALS AND WASTE AD HOC JOINT COMMITTEE – URGENT 
BUSINESS

In accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Mayor allowed consideration of the following matter as Urgent Business as a 
decision was required before the next scheduled Meeting of the Council.
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RESOLVED that Councillor Collier replace Councillor Adams on the above 
Body and Dorset County Council be so advised.

C77.08 QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE POLICE AND FIRE AUTHORITY

There were no questions.

C78.08 QUESTIONS RELATING TO GENERAL BUSINESS

The Question received from Councillor Meachin to Councillor Collier, Portfolio 
Holder for the Environment is enclosed at Appendix 1 to these Minutes.

MAYOR
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APPENDIX A

QUESTION AND ANSWER UNDER STANDING ORDERS 9.2 TO 9.4

1. Question from Councillor Meachin to Councillor Collier, Portfolio Holder 
for the Environment

“Can I be informed why no emergency cover is provided by ECPS between 
17.00 – 20.00 hours?

Councillor Charles Meachin 

RESPONSE

The Questioner is wrong. Emergency cover is provided by ECPS 24 hours a day 7 
days per week. This is accessed via the control room on 0800 506050 out of or 
01202 261700 in working hours.

ECPS provides a comprehensive out of hours service which is well used and 
regarded by both the public, business and the Council’s partners.

Indeed since I took over the Portfolio, the amount of out of hours working has greatly 
increased. When we took control in 2003 there was one officer from 20.00 to 02:00 
on Thursday Friday and Saturday. Today we have emergency cover 24/7 and duty 
officers six nights a week as well as having greatly extended the out of ours non 
emergency cover to the extent that we are able to support some Planning 
Enforcement at the weekends.

I will once again remind members the advice that they should give the Public:

General reports can be made through the report it portal on the boroughs website, by 
email to environment@poole.gov.uk or by calling 01202 261700 and emergency 
reports can be made by dialling 01202 261700 in working hours and 0800 506050 
out for working hours. Genuine emergencies will be responded to immediately and 
all calls are recorded meaning that we have a full and comprehensive record of all 
reports. These records will provide evidence that is usable in court and other 
enforcement action. 

I would remind members that third party reports, casual conversations With officers 
or general email discussions about alleged incidents some time after the event do 
not provide an evidential record for incidents and can not be used in that manner. 
You are therefore best able to support your electorate by having them make the call 
as it is happening and not by raising the matter some time afterwards by email or a 
chance conversation.

Councillor Don Collier
Portfolio Holder for the Environment

mailto:environment@poole.gov.uk

